Eng/Comm 217

Literary Heroes in Popular Culture

Interterm 2009

1-4 p.m., BOW 314

sgallowa@bridgewater.edu

Texts:

Allende, Isabel.  Zorro.  Tr. Margaret Sayers Peden.  New York: Harper-Perennial, 2005.
Burroughs, Edgar Rice.  Jungle Tales of Tarzan.  1919.  Akasha, 2008.
---. The Return of Tarzan.  1915.  New York: Del Rey-Ballantine, 1990.

---. Tarzan of the Apes.  1914.  New York: Del Rey-Ballantine, 1990. 

Doyle, Arthur Conan.  Sherlock Holmes: The Complete Novels and Stories. Volume 1.  New York: Bantam, 2003.

Fleming, Ian.  Casino Royale.  1953.  New York: Penguin, 2002.

McCulley, Johnston.  The Mark of Zorro.  1919.  New York: Tor, 1998.

Description: 

This course looks at the intersection of literature and popular culture, especially as reinterpreted by the media.  Four heroes in particular first appeared in print but took on a much larger life through film and other media: Sherlock Holmes, Tarzan, Zorro, and James Bond.  The course will examine both original text and popular manifestations.

Quizzes:

Quizzes will be given over the reading and viewing material.

Short Papers:

Three papers are required in the course.  The first paper will deal with Sherlock Holmes, the second with Tarzan and the third with either Zorro or James Bond.  The papers should be about four pages or 1000-1500 words, focusing on a critical aspect of the character in question.  The paper should refer to both print and media representations of the character and include a works cited list in MLA format. Both primary and secondary sources are required.
Media Project:

Each student will choose one of the four characters and compile a thorough electronic listing of the various media representations, including such things as written texts, film, comics, music, memorabilia, toys, action figures, glassware, trading cards, jewelry, clothing, advertising campaigns, and conventions.  The project will begin with a complete listing in chronological order of the novels/stories written by the character’s creator, followed by a listing of fictional works written by others featuring the character.  Other selected media will be detailed following.  A bibliography of works consulted will end the project.  Projects will be presented on the last day of class.

Grade Proportions

Quizzes




20%

Media project



20%

3 short critical papers
20% each
60%

Calendar (with approx. pages)

Jan 
5
Introduction 

6
A Study in Scarlet  portions (1-63, 103-20), “A Scandal in Bohemia” (239-63), and “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” (396-422).

7
The Sign of Four (121-236) and “Anxieties of Empire in Doyle's Tales of Sherlock Holmes” at http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=31238659&site=ehost-live (10 pp.)

8
 “The Red-Headed League” (263-87), “A Case of Identity” (287-305), “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle,” (375-96), “The Musgrave Ritual” (604-23), and “The Final Problem” (736-55).   

9
 “The Adventure of the Empty House” (759-81), “The Crooked Man” (644-62), “The Adventure of the Norwood Builder” (781-806), “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” (806-32), “The Adventure of the Second Stain” (1033-59).  First paper due.

12
Tarzan of the Apes  (1-88; chapters 1-10 and the first 6 paragraphs of chapter 11), “Tarzan’s First Love,” “The Capture of Tarzan,” “The Fight for the Balu,” and “The God of Tarzan” in Jungle Tales of Tarzan and excerpt 1
13       remaining stories from Jungle Tales of Tarzan  and excerpt 2.
14 Tarzan of the Apes  (88-276; chapters 11-28) and excerpt 3.
15     
The Return of Tarzan (1-116; chapters 1-13) and excerpt 4.
16 
The Return of Tarzan (116-221; chapters 14-26) and excerpt 5. Second paper due


19
The Mark of Zorro  


20
Zorro (5-238) 

21
Zorro (241-390)

22
Casino Royale. Third paper due.

23
Media Project presentations.  

Jan 
5
Doyle documentary audio of Devil’s Foot 30 min.

6
Hound of Baskervilles
100 min.

7
Sign of Four


120 min

8
Blue Carbuncle  Copper Beeches 52 min. ea.

9
Musgrave Silver Blaze 52 min.

12
ERB doc  Tarzan- Elmo Lincoln 61 min

13
Tarzan J W  Little Black Boy

14
Greystoke 137 min.

15
Episode

16
?

19
Zorro doc 60 min.?  Mark of Zorro 94 min.

20
Mask of Zorro 137 min.

21
Casino Royale 70  min. Excerpts from Peter Sellers

22
Casino Royale
144 min.
23
Media Project presentations.  Final Exam

